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Listen
to your
heart, he
told us
Bush Radio pioneer
connected with and
inspired his staff and the
community he broadcast
to, writes Esther Lewis

T
HE FATHER of
community radio,
Zane Ibrahim, has
died, but his philoso-
phies are still being

played out at Bush Radio, and
remain with the broadcasters who
were taught by him. 

Bush Radio is a Cape Town insti-
tution, not only for those in the
media industry, but also for the
broader community it serves.

Ibrahim was the managing direc-
tor of the community radio station
from 1996 to 2010. 

Described as a true visionary by
his colleagues, he is credited with
having taken the station “to the next
level”.

Programme integrator at the sta-
tion, Adrian Louw, was 19 years old
when he met Ibrahim in 1996. 

Louw had been working as a
technician at the station, even
though he studied journalism. It
was Ibrahim who forced him back
into the newsroom. He was tough
and a straight talker, but always had
the staff ’s best interests at heart,
says Louw. 

Louw says 1996 was the start of
community radio, and no one really
knew what they were doing. 

“What was needed was for some-
one to take us to the next level.”

He says Ibrahim was that far-
sighted leader who took the station
out of a state of flux and made it a
pioneer in the field of community
broadcasting. 

T
raining was always a
top priority, and
among Ibrahim’s key
strengths was to
bring in the experts

and have them connect with his
staff and students. 

The journalists Ibrahim men-
tored have gone on to become edi-
tors, academics, international
anchors and producers. 

The station is in the process of
putting together a list of all the peo-
ple who have come through the
ranks at Bush Radio. That list is
endless. As is the number of lives
Ibrahim touched. 

He instilled many lessons and
traditions at the station, some of
which are still observed. 

Louw has come a long way since
working as a young technician and
even though he’s in management
today, he still takes out the rubbish. 

Every Wednesday is still staff
development day, because Bush
Radio remains a fertile training
ground for those who aspire to one
day work for commercial radio or
television.  
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● Damian Zane, BBC: I am
typing this sitting at my desk at
the BBC World Service in
London – and it was the
opportunity Zane gave me that
started things off. I am forever
in his debt.

● Amanda Matthee,
Stellenbosch University: In
my heart you live forever – an
amazing man. Best boss ever! A
true leader. 

I will be forever thankful for
the opportunity at Bush you
gave me. Long live the legacy
of radio royalty.

● Zulpha Khan, eNCA:
Zane was a true hero to many
of us. A legend in his own
right. He recently contacted me
on FB and, as always, was very
witty, funny and sometimes
had strong words. Go well,
Abu. This world is so much
poorer without you. 

● Lumko Mtimde, chief
executive of Media
Development and Diversity
Agency: Yet another loss to
the industry. Your wisdom…
will continue to enrich our
sector. Akuhlanga lungehliyo.

Tributes to a true leader

‘WHEN YOU LEAVE
AT THE END OF
YOUR SHIFT, IS
THE COMMUNITY
BETTER FOR YOU
HAVING BEEN
THERE?’

Louw says Ibrahim advocated
that those who came through Bush
Radio carry that community spirit
with them wherever they went. 

Serving the community was
always at the heart of the work he
did and one of his quotes was:
“When you leave at the end of your
shift, is the community better for
you having been here? If not, you
don’t belong here.”

Ibrahim was born in Cape Town
as Zane Abrahams, but changed his

surname to Ibrahim to honour jazz
legend Abdullah Ibrahim.

He spent more than 20 years in
Canada and the musician was one
of the first people who hosted him
in exile. 

He officially returned to South
Africa in 1996, but even while he
was away, he stayed connected with
the city and its grassroots issues.

Ibrahim retired in 2010, and
moved to the Netherlands with his
wife where he died on May 19.
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Zane Ibrahim, head of Bush Radio, teaches Amanda Matthee, who is blind,
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