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       Member Stations 
       All Media 
        
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  
 
MINISTERS INDIFFERENT TO THE PLIGHT OF THE COMMUNITY RADIO SECTOR 
 

The National Community Radio Forum (NCRF) is disappointed that the minister of 
Communications and Digital Technologies (DCDT), Stella Ndabeni-Abrahams, and 
minister in the presidency, Jackson Mthembu, failed to attend a meeting on Thursday 7 
November 2019 at the headquarters of the Independent Communications Authority of 
South Africa (ICASA) in Centurion. 
 
On Tuesday 5 November 2019, during a questions and answers session in the National 
Council of Provinces (NCOP) in parliament in Cape Town Ndabeni-Abrahams 
committed herself and Mthembu to have a meeting with the NCRF, Media Development 
and Diversity Agency (MDDA), ICASA and SENTECH to find solutions to the various 
challenges that the community radio sector (CRS) has to deal with. 
 
We are therefore shocked that the two ministers failed to attend the meeting, nor even 
nominated representatives to attend on their behalf. Furthermore, at the meeting ICASA 
CEO, Willington Ngwepe, informed us that the ministers felt that they did not need to 
attend, and if any stakeholder wants to meet with them, he or she must arrange a 
separate appointment. This confuses us, since the NCRF has already requested a 
meeting with minister Mthembu on 15 October, and he promised that he would meet 
with us. 
 
The meeting today, therefore, was a waste of time and money for all who travelled from 
various locations and had to be accommodated. It is just irresponsible and reckless of 
the government to treat the CRS with such indifference, if not contempt. It is a sector 
that already finds it difficult to manage its affairs with limited budgets. The 
government’s insensitivity to the plight of the CRS is disturbing. 
 
Out of respect for those who were present at the meeting, the NCRF decided to go ahead 
with it. Owing to time constraints only one of seven items on the agenda could be dealt 
with. That is because the meeting was schedule for only 90 minutes. The parties who 
went to the trouble to attend, agreed to initiate the process of amending the Electronic 
Communications Act (ECA) to allow for the late filing of applications for license renewal 
for community broadcasters (class licensees) as it is for the commercial broadcasters 
(Individual licensees) as well as the MDDA Act. 
 
The items that were not dealt with, are: 



1. signal distribution; 
2. 30% advertising spending on the community media sector by the government; 
3. skills development; 
4. feedback on the implementation of the resolutions of the Community Media 

Summit of last year; 
5. 2018 agreed bailout for community radio debt owed to SENTECH; 
6. Community Broadcasting Programme Production Support. 

 
The NCRF hereby calls on minister Ndabeni-Abrahams and minister Mthembu to 
honour their commitment to a meeting with it and the relevant stakeholders to find 
solutions to the challenges that the CRS faces. The NCRF suspended a planned protest 
march, pending the current negotiations processes. 
 
 
Issued by: Thabang Pusoyabone  
General Secretary  
National Community Radio Forum  

 


